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Feb. 21: One doctor and two nurses commenced a hunger strike to pressure the government into
meeting strikers' demands. The walkout began five weeks ago. Public health sector employees are
demanding wage hikes to compensate for weekly currency devaluations and spiralling inflation,
job security, improved working conditions, and a larger national health budget to purchase more
medical supplies and equipment. A hospital maintenance worker earns $40 per month. A physician
with five years of experience and with specialized training earns $300 per month. Reina Gutierrez,
head of nursing at the Manolo Morales hospital, told the Agence France-Presse supplies of basic
medications were exhausted weeks ago. In December, the country's principal hospitals turned
away surgical patients who could not supply their own blood and serum. The La Mascota children's
hospital lacks antibiotics, and has functioning air conditioning only in the operating room. The
Berta Calderon women's hospital is low on ferrous sulfate and soap. The strike has forced eight
Managua hospitals to limit services to pregnant women, children, emergency cases, and persons
hospitalized before the walkout began. The military hospital and the La Mascota children's hospital
have maintained regular services. All services have been suspended indefinitely at three Managua
facilities the psychiatric hospital, and the Carlos Marx and the Manolo Morales hospitals. Feb.
22: After the fourth round of negotiations between union leaders and government officials failed
to produce results, strike leaders requested that President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro lead
negotiations with the union. Surgeon Carmen Solorzano, member of the National Strike Committee,
asserted that the government can increase health workers' salaries with savings obtained via
military cutbacks. Feb. 26: Four doctors and one nurse joined the hunger strike initiated by three
health professionals on Feb. 21. Strike leaders announced the complete shutdown of another
Managua hospital. Four hospitals have thus far suspended all services. Feb. 27: Strike leaders
called on bank and telecommunications workers to participate in a work stoppage to demonstrate
solidarity with health sector employees. The leaders also requested that city bus drivers support
the strike by permitting striking health workers free transportation. (Basic data from AFP, 02/22/91;
ACAN-EFE, 02/26/91, 02/27/91)
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